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Guidance: Year 7 FFT Estimates based on KS2 Teacher Assessment  

 

Overview - Year 7 Transition Service  

As there were no KS2 tests taken this year, new year 7 cohorts have no performance information on entry into 

secondary school and therefore no KS4 estimates. To help inform the transition process between primary and 

secondary education, FFT has offered this new service to all Aspire schools. If a secondary’s feeder school(s) took part 

in the 2020 KS2 Results service, these results were automatically populated by FFT, as part of the submission process. 

Secondary schools could use or amend this KS2 data, and then add any missing teacher assessment, in order to create 

GCSE estimates for their pupils.  

 

How is KS2 data used to generate year 7 estimates?  

The KS2 prior attainment inputs, used to generate our estimates, include: 
 

 Overall attainment  

 Reading teacher assessment  

 GPS teacher assessment  

 Maths teacher assessment  

 Gender 

 Month of birth 

 

Where can I find my year 7 estimates?  

Log in to FFT Aspire. Navigate to          in the top right-hand corner of the screen. Select ‘Special reports’ from the drop-
down menu.  
 
Schools that have submitted KS2 teacher assessment data will have access to the following: 
 
PDF reports: 

1. High level Summary, Pupil Groups report, Subjects estimates report 
2. Pupil dashboard (for each pupil in your year 7 cohort) 

 
Excel reports (CSV raw data files): 

 High level summary  

 Pupil summary estimates 

 Pupil subject estimates 
 
*For a full list of fields/ data within each CSV file, please refer to the Annex section of this document.  
 
Within the Special Reports section of Aspire, simply click on the name of the report you wish to download, and view.  

 

 

 

 

https://fftaspire.org/Home/id/Reports
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What reports are available in FFT Aspire?  

Summary report  
 
This high-level aggregated view provides senior leaders 
with benchmarking information for headline indicators.  
 
Context 
The context summary is based on the information 
transferred from your school’s MIS system. This section 
of the report should be used to build a profile of your 
year 7 cohort, which will provide additional insight into 
the support they may require.   
 

For each pupil group, you have been 
provided with cohort numbers as 
well as the percentage of pupils in 
each group.   

 
School estimates  
The school estimates show how similar pupils (similar 
prior attainment) have performed nationally in average, 
high and very high performing schools. These estimates 
are provided for headlines indicators as well as entries 
information. This is a good starting point for discussions 
regarding the most appropriate level of challenge for 
year 7 pupils.   
 
 
Estimate charts  
The charts visually display the ‘School estimates’ at FFT50, FFT20, and FFT5. Indicators have been colour coded as 
follows:  
 
    Overall  

English and Maths  
  EBacc 
  Open 
 
 
Scatterplot charts  
 
The Scatterplot charts show Attainment 8 
estimates for individual pupils in the cohort 
against their 2020 KS2 Reading, GPS, and 
Maths Scaled scores. The Scatterplots can 
be used to visualise the range of estimates 
across the cohort as well as looking at 
variations by gender.  
 
RGM Scaled scores: FFT have used each pupil’s 2020 teacher assessment outcomes for Reading, GPS, & Maths and 
converted them to scaled scores.   
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Pupil groups report  
 
This report provides estimates, for each pupil 
group, over the full range of headline 
indicators. These estimates compare the pupils 
in each group to similar pupils nationally, in 
average, high and very high performing 
schools. School leaders can use this report to 
support discussions about the most 
appropriate level of challenge for individual 
groups and what support they may require.  
 
Prior Attainment bands: The FFT prior 
attainment bands use Reading, GPS, and Maths 
(RGM) scaled scores, and are derived by 
splitting the cohort into equal thirds. We have 
also used 2019 RGM thresholds, to adjust the 
bands. They are fixed at the following:  
 
Higher: >=109 (in 2019 this covered ranks 1-32) 

Middle: >=102 (in 2019 this covered ranks 71-

32) 

Lower: <102 (in 2019 this covered ranks 100-71) 

 
 
Subjects report  
 
The Overview report benchmarks subject 
performance, at the end of key stage 4. The 
benchmark estimates show how similar pupils 
have performed nationally, in each subject, 
across the three levels of challenge. Whilst year 
7 pupils will not be studying all of the subjects 
displayed, FFT have provided the full range of 
estimates across 27 GCSE subjects. Senior 
leaders and subject leaders can use this 
information to consider the most appropriate 
level of challenge for individual subjects.  
 
The subject chart displays each subject’s FFT50 
estimates, from highest to lowest, based on the 
percentage grade 4+. The coloured bars 
indicate which Attainment 8 element the 
subject falls into as follows:  
 
 
  English and Maths  
  EBacc 
  Open 
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Pupil report  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This report provides: 
 
Individual pupil context information  
 

 Highlights what support a pupil may require both in the classroom and in terms of intervention   
 
High level pupil estimates 
Attainment 8 elements, entries, grade 4+ & 5+ English & Maths, and % chances of achieving 5+ grades 7-9 
 

 This gives subject leaders and teachers insight into potential areas of strength and improvement.  

 It can help to identify pupils who may benefit from intervention so that support structures can be put in place 
early on.  

 The estimated Attainment 8 entries can support early conversations about curriculum planning for individual 
pupils.  

 The % chances of achieving 5+ grade 7-9 flags pupils who are likely to make accelerated progress and benefit 
from stretch and challenge.  

 
Subject estimates for an individual pupil  
 

 It is important that teachers use the ‘chances of each grade’, in conjunction with a pupil’s subject estimates, 
when deciding on targets. *Please refer to the Excel ‘Pupil Subject Estimates’report to view a pupil’s chances 
information  

 Challenge can be added by viewing estimates at FFT50, FFT20, FFT5 

 All of this estimate information informs professional dialogue about pupils, between subject leaders and 
teachers. It is also a useful report for pupil progress meetings.  

 
* If KS2 results were not submitted to the Transition service for an individual pupil, no estimate information will be 
available for them. A pupil report be provided for such pupils, with context information, but will be clearly marked 
‘estimates not available as no KS2 data provided’.  
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Who are the estimate reports useful for?  
 
 

Summary Report & Pupil groups Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subjects Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils Report 
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Frequently asked questions 

Pupil context data is incorrect in the reports. Why might this be?  

Pupil context is based on the data feed from your school’s MIS system to FFT Aspire. If the context data in your MIS is 

incorrect or incomplete, this will be reflected in your estimate reports.  

 

What is the methodology for calculating HML (higher, middle, lower) bands?  

There is no DfE methodology for prior attainment bands using the new-style KSS assessment. The DfE constructs its 

bands when pupils reach the end of KS4. Therefore, DfE bands are still based on levels. The FFT prior attainment bands 

use Reading, GPS, and Maths (RGM) scaled scores, and are derived by splitting the cohort into equal thirds. In view of 

the smaller dataset this year, we have used 2019 RGM thresholds, to adjust the bands. They are fixed at the following:  

 

Higher: >=109 (in 2019 this covered ranks 1-32) 

Middle: >=102 (in 2019 this covered ranks 71-32) 

Lower: <102 (in 2019 this covered ranks 100-71) 

 

Are there any plans to provide FFT estimates for non-GCSEs? 

We are looking at this for 2021. In the meantime, use a GCSE subject, which most closely links to the non-GCSE 

equivalent. 

 

Will FFT estimates change this year as more KS2 data is uploaded by schools? 

The FFT estimates will stay the same as more schools upload this term. We have used a national dataset from 2019 (2019 

results linked to previous KS2 test data) for our estimates. 

 

Will my year 7 estimates change, as the cohort move up through the school?  

Each year progress can go up or down, and estimates will move in line with this, to reflect the changes nationally. We 

advise that schools revisit target setting each year.   

 

Can individual students be uploaded at a later date if we have in year admissions? 

The KS2 Transition Service will not be extended. However, we are going to offer further opportunities to submit CAT4 

data in the Spring term.  

 

Can I see these reports if I’ve submitted CAT4 data? 

These are the reports associated with KS2 teacher assessment. Schools who submit CAT4 results will be able to see all of 

this estimate information in the Target Setting dashboard within FFT Aspire.   

 

Is there an option to pull CAT4 results and KS2 data together? 

We are not offering this as part of the Year 7 Transition Service. 

 

 

 

Further guidance 
 

 To arrange a bespoke training session, tailored to your school’s needs, contact training@fft.org.uk  

 

 If you would like to speak with a Support Team member about KS2 Teacher assessment based year 7 

estimates, or any other queries,  then please contact us on 01446 776 262 (option 2), or you can send an email 

to support@fft.org.uk 

 

mailto:training@fft.org.uk
mailto:support@fft.org.uk
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Annex 
 

Excel reports (CSV raw data files): 

 High level summary  

 Pupil summary estimates 

 Pupil subject estimates 
 

 

High level summary – School and Pupil Groups 

 

Field name Description 

Estimate type  FFT50, FFT20, FFT5 

Indicator  A8 Overall 

 A8 English 

 A8 Maths 

 A8 EBacc 

 A8 Open 

 A8 EBacc entries 

 A8 Open entries 

 Grade 4+ in Eng & Maths 

 Grade 5+ in Eng & Maths  

 5+ Grades 7-9 

Laestab  Local authority & establishment number 

Pupil group 

 EstOutcome (Estimated outcome): A8 overall, A8 

English, A8 Maths, A8 EBacc, A8 Open  

 EstEntries (Estimated entries): A8 EBacc entries, 

A8 Open entries  

 %chance (Percentage chance): 5+ grades 7-9, 

Grade 4+ in English & Maths, Grade 5+ in English 

and Maths  

 

 All pupils  

 Autumn born 

 Spring born 

 Summer born 

 EAL 

 Not EAL  

 Female 

 Male  

 FSM6 

 Not FSM6 

 Higher PA band 

 Middle PA band 

 Lower PA band  

 SEN 

 Not SEN  

Estimate  
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Pupil summary estimates  

 

Field name Description 

DOB UK Date of birth  

EAL  EAL, Not EAL  

Ethnicity Description  Ethnicity types 

Forename   

FSM6 FSM6, Not FSM6 

Gender  Female, Male  

GPS TA  Grammar, punctuation and spelling teacher assessment 

code. Uses + and – (e.g. GDS+, GDS, GDS) 

Indicator   A8 Overall 

 A8 English 

 A8 Maths 

 A8 EBacc 

 A8 Open 

 A8 EBacc entries 

 A8 Open entries 

 Grade 4+ in Eng & Maths 

 Grade 5+ in Eng & Maths  

 5+ Grades 7-9 

KS2 Band Lower, Middle, Higher 

Laestab  Local authority & establishment number 

Maths TA  Maths teacher assessment code. Uses + and – (e.g. 

GDS+, GDS, GDS) 

Measure name   Est Grade (Estimated grade): A8 overall, A8 

English, A8 Maths, A8 EBacc, A8 Open  

 Est Entries (Estimated entries): A8 EBacc entries, 

A8 Open entries  

 %chances (Percentage chance): 5+ grades 7-9, 

Grade 4+ in English & Maths, Grade 5+ in English 

and Maths 

Pupil ID FFT pupil identification number 

Reading TA 

 

Reading teacher assessment code. Uses + and – (e.g. 

GDS+, GDS, GDS) 

RGM Scaled Score  Reading, Grammar, Maths Scaled Score  

SEN  SEN, Not SEN  

Surname   

UPN  Unique pupil number  

Writing TA  Writing teacher assessment code. Uses + and – (e.g. 

GDS+, GDS, GDS) 

Measure values  Estimates  
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Pupil subject estimates  

 

Field name Description 

Description  GCSE Subject (27 in total) 

DOB (UK) Date of birth  

Estimate type  FFT50, FFT20, FFT5  

Ethnicity description  Ethnicity types  

Forename   

FSM6 FSM6, Not FSM6 

Gender  Female, Male 

GPS TA  Grammar, punctuation and spelling teacher assessment 

code. Uses + and – (e.g. GDS+, GDS, GDS) 

KS2 Band Lower, Middle, Higher 

Laestab  Local authority & establishment number 

Maths TA  Maths teacher assessment code. Uses + and – (e.g. 

GDS+, GDS, GDS) 

Measure names Est grade – estimated grade 

Grade 1-9 Chances 

Pupil ID  FFT pupil identification number 

Reading TA 

 

Reading teacher assessment code. Uses + and – (e.g. 

GDS+, GDS, GDS) 

RGM Scaled Score  Reading, Grammar, Maths Scaled Score  

SEN  SEN, Not SEN  

Surname   

UPN  Unique pupil number  

Writing TA  Writing teacher assessment code. Uses + and – (e.g. 

GDS+, GDS, GDS) 

Measure values  Estimates  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


